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Gregory A. Wiite, United States Attorney for the Northern
District of Ghio, John F. Ferster, Resident Agent in Charge,

Enf orcenent Admi nistration (DEA); Derek M Siegle, Acting Special
Agent in Charge, Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBlI); and Drew

Al exander, Summt County Sheriff and head of the Summt County
Drug Unit, today announced the execution of search and arrest

warrants in Akron, Canton and Col unbus, Chio, in connection with

a drug trafficking enterprise centered on the “Thomas Fam |y”
Akron, Chio, and its | eader, Ervin Thomas. According to M.

VWhite, a 19-count indictnent was unseal ed charging the foll ow ng

def endant s:

Name Age Last Known Address
Ervin Thonas 44 Col unbus, GChio

Eddi e G ant 46 Akron, Chio

Terrance Thomas 39 Akron, Chio

Carol yn Thomas-Reliford 41 Akron, Chio

Leroy G ant 44 Bar berton, OChio

Mar k Jones 43 Canton, Ohio

Mel es Hailu Mezgebo 46 | ndi anapol i s, |ndiana
Veroni ca Guzman-Tel |l ez 42 Chicago, Illinois
Gabri el a Sarahy- Guzman 21 Chicago, Illinois
John W Smth 53 I ndi anapol i s, |ndiana
Ernest Ruffin 33 Akron, Chio

Leandre Lew s 33 Akron, Chio

Dazzl e Joe Young 63 Akron, Chio
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Each of the defendants are charged in Count 1 of the indictnent
Wi th conspiracy to distribute and to possess wwth the intent to
di stribute cocaine and crack. The indictnent alleges that the
conspiracy existed fromat |east as early as May 2006 to
approxi mat el y Septenber 2007, and involved nore than five

kil ograns of cocaine and 50 grans of crack. The maxi num
statutory penalty for this offense is life inprisonnment.

The indictnent further alleges substantive counts of cocaine
distribution in Counts 2 through 16:

COUNT DATE DEFENDANT( S) AMOUNT
2 May 4, 2006 Terrance Thonmas 27.72 grans
3 June 7, 2006 Terrance Thonas 43.9 grans
4 June 22, 2006 Terrance Thonmas 81.8 grans
5 July 24, 2006 Terrance Thonas 56.5 grans
Ervin Thomas
Leroy G ant
6 Septenber 20, 2006 Terrance Thomas 55.6 grans
7 Cct ober 19, 2006 Leandre Lew s 14.99 grans
8 Novenber 21, 2006 Terrance Thonmas 56. 2 grans
9 January 30, 2007 Terrance Thonas 12.9 grans
10 February 7, 2007 Ernest Ruffin 11.0 grans
11 June 7, 2007 Terrance Thonas 42.0 grans
12 July 15, 2007 Terrance Thonmas 491. 68 grans
Mar k Jones
13 Septenber 13, 2007 Ernest Ruffin 13.7 grans
14 Sept enber 17, 2007 Dazzle Joe Young 7.0 grans
15 Septenber 19, 2007 Ervin Thomas 147. 3 grans
16 Sept enber 24, 2007 Ernest Ruffin 27.5 grans

The maxi num statutory penalty for each of these offenses is 20
years inprisonmnent.

Counts 17 and 19 of the indictnment charge defendants Mel es Hailu

Mezgebo,

Veroni ca Guzman-Tel | ez,
W Smith with interstate trave

Gabri el a Sarahy- Guzman and John
to pronote drug trafficking. The

maxi mum statutory penalty for this offense is 20 years
i mpri sonmnent.
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Finally, Count 18 charges defendants Eddie G ant, Veronica
Guzman-Tel |l ez, and Gabriela Sarahy-Guznman with engaging in a
financial transaction involving $14,257.00 in U S. currency,

whi ch represented proceeds of a specified unlawful activity, that
is drug trafficking. The maxinmum statutory penalty for this

of fense is 20 years inprisonnent.

| f convicted, a defendant’s sentence will be determ ned by the
Court after review of factors unique to the case, including the
defendant’s prior crimnal record, if any, the defendant’s role
in the offense, and the characteristics of the violation. In al
cases, the sentence will not exceed the statutory maxi mumand in
nost cases, it wll be less than the maxi mum aut hori zed by | aw.

According to M. Wite, the investigation was conducted under the
U S. Attorney’s Organized Crine Drug Enforcenent Task Force
(OCDETF) which is part of a national programthat seeks to
identify, investigate and prosecute significant drug trafficking
enterprises by utilizing nultiple investigative and prosecutive
resources. The case is being prosecuted by Assistant United
States Attorney Samuel A. Yannucci, who is assigned to the OCDETF
Unit for the Northern District of Ohio.

DEA Resi dent Agent in Charge Ferster noted, “This investigation
not only showcased the ongoi ng coordi nated effort of federal and
state | aw enforcenent agencies conprising the Sutmmit County Drug
Unit to neet |ocal community concerns about drug trafficking but
al so evidenced how those efforts can inpact the broader national
war on drugs.”

Sheriff Al exander added, “The Summt County Drug Unit received
val uabl e assi stance throughout the investigation fromthe United
States Marshal’s O fice Fugitive Task Force, the Akron Police
Departnment and its Street Narcotics Unit Detail (SNUD), and the
Canton Police Departnent.”

The Summt County Drug Unit consists of agents from DEA, FBI
Bureau of Al cohol, Tobacco, Firearns and Expl osives (ATF), Chio
Bureau of Crimnal ldentification and Investigation (BCl) and | aw
enforcenment officers fromthe Summt County Sheriff's O fice and
the Police Departnents of Akron, University of Akron, Barberton,
Copl ey, Cuyahoga Falls, Rem nderville, Springfield Townshi p,

Stow, and Tw nsburg.

An indictnment is only a charge. It is not evidence of guilt. A
defendant is entitled to a fair trial, in which it will be the
government’s burden to prove guilt beyond a reasonabl e doubt.
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